
The Historical-Cultural Context



The Text in Context

To grasp God’s Word we 
must understand the 
meaning of the text in 
context and apply that 
meaning to our lives.



Context

Context takes two major 
forms: 

• Literary 

• Historical-Cultural



Historical-Cultural Context

Historical-cultural 
context is commonly 
referred to as 
background. Knowing 
the background of a 
text can help clarify its 
meaning and reveal its 
relevance to your life.



Historical-Cultural Context

God spoke His message in 
specific, historical 
situations: to people living 
in particular places, 
speaking particular 
languages, living certain 
ways. We must take the 
ancient historical-cultural 
situation seriously.



Historical-Cultural Context

Once we understand the 
meaning of the text in its 
original context, we can 
apply it to our lives in 
ways that will be just as 
relevant.



Historical-Cultural Context

“...the true meaning of 
the biblical text for us is 
what God originally 
intended it to mean 
when it was first 
spoken.” 
                       • Fee and Stuart



Historical-Cultural Context

Historical-cultural 
context relates to just 
about anything outside 
the text that will help 
you understand the text 
itself (what life was like, 
where author wrote 
from, etc.).



The Biblical Writer

God chose to work 
through human authors. 
Learn about the human 
author, the author’s 
background, the specific 
relationship between the 
writer and the people he 
was addressing, and why 
he was writing.



The Biblical Audience

Learn about the biblical 
audience and their 
circumstances and if a 
specific situation was 
being addressed.



Other Elements

Consider the historical, 
social, geographical, 
religious, political, and 
economic elements that 
shape the passage you 
are studying.



Geography

Learn about the 
geography or 
topography noted in the 
text.



Social Customs

Consider the 
significance and meaning 
of social customs. 

Example: Luke 15:20



Economic Issues

Consider the mention of 
economic issues. 

Example: 
Acts 15:39‑18:22



Political Issues

Pay attention to political 
issues that may surface 
in your passage. 

Example: Acts 26:36-40


